If You Want to be a PI, Give Up...
Unless You Do These Three Things

by: Larry Kaye, P.I., (Ret.)

I'm Larry Kaye, a retired Private Investigator willing to share the industry secrets with you if you want
to get into the P.I. business.

I owned and ran a detective agency for nine years. Plus I have many more years of investigative
experience both before and after that. But I started out exactly where you are... interested in becoming a
private investigator, but having a great deal of trouble getting into the industry.

I can tell you from my personal experience that you might as well give up. Don't even try...
unless you are willing to do these three things:

The First Thing

Number one, learn everything you can about private investigations. You might think you know where I
am going with this, but bear with me, this is worth reading...

You can learn the techniques, tricks and tips, we private investigators use from a variety of sources. It's
very common that people start out learning online because it is so easy to search for these tips and
tricks. And, of course, there are a variety of resources online.

But, here's the problem... so many of them are wrong! So many of them are going to jam you up. They
teach you poor techniques, poor practices, or things that seem clever online, but don’t work in the real
world. It's okay to start learning from free online sources, but it's very, very difficult to sort through
what's good and what's bad. Very difficult.

Here’s my suggestion to help you sort out the good, the bad and the ugly...

A great source I learned a ton from when I was starting out, was good old fashion books. Of course,
that was before the internet. That was before video courses where you could learn so much from a
knowledgeable investigator in front of a camera. But the books were (and are!) a remarkable resource.

I remember one book in particular that was written by the world famous attorney, F. Lee Bailey.

The book taught how to investigate a case when you're the defense attorney. In hindsight, I understand
somebody probably assisted him in writing this book. I don't imagine F. Lee Bailey spent a lot of time

doing investigations, at least not after he became the huge success he was when he practiced law. After
all, most law firms hire an outside investigator or have an “in-house” investigator to work for them.

Still, that book really opened my eyes. But here's the thing, and don't miss it, I knew it was a legitimate
source! The things in that book were rock solid.

Of course, that book is so old now I can’t recommend it, but you can get good books on private
investigations from used bookstores or online. Or, and this may seem quaint to you now, you can go to
the public library!



That's where [ first discovered the Bailey book. And it had other resources that were helpful. But as I
became more and more knowledgeable, I had to find books specifically written for training private
investigators.

Look, it's no secret that I'm the creator of the Investigator’s Ultimate Guide Series. And I
have excellent training resources that you should at least look at including The Investigator's
Ultimate Guide to Surveillance, which teaches everything you need to know about conducting
physical surveillance in the real world.

And The Investigator's Ultimate Guide to Process Serving, which is by far my favorite course for
anyone trying to get into investigative work because it familiarizes you with your local courthouse, skip

tracing and networking with attorneys.

The Second Thing
The second thing you must do if you want to become a private investigator is get out of the house!

So many investigators in the 21st century are computer investigators. And while you can use a
computer to do a lot of investigating, there’s so much more out there!

Sure, there are many private investigators who never leave their office! Keyboard warriors I call them
and that’s not really a slam. If you want to work behind a computer that fine! Just understand you can
supplement those investigations with an occasional trip to the courthouse and stand like a guru above
your competition!

They've never interviewed a witness. They've never followed a car. They've never had to go out and
pull court records or police files. They've never had to do any of the things that we typically think of a
private investigator doing. And it’s limiting them!

Computer searches are nice because they save a lot of time. You can do a bunch online quickly and for
very little money. What took all day, ten or twenty years ago you can do now in minutes (literally!) on a
computer. But it is not the end! You have to leave the house!

A computer search can save you a trip to the court house if you discover there's no record there! Saves

you time. Saves gas. That's great. But...if an online index source shows a record does exist, don't
underestimate the power of actually going and getting a copy of the file! This is HUGE!

Where to start when you leave your house.

One of the most valuable places you can visit when learning private investigation skills is your local
county courthouse.

At the courthouse, you will find a variety of records, including probate court records, where you will
find marriage licenses listed.

There will be a few different kinds of courts at the courthouse, including a felony criminal court, a
misdemeanor criminal court, civil court, and divorce court and probate court records, where you will
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find marriage licenses and wills. All of these records are available to you! (If I never teach you
another thing, THAT is pure gold!)

Pulling the records and looking at them is an invaluable source of information because, for example,
when you look online you may discover basic information online, like a woman’s name changed, but at
the courthouse you can see it was because of a divorce. And you can look at every single page of the
divorce case file!

Note well: Where the online database leaves off, you as a real investigator pick-up by going to the
courthouse, looking at the divorce proceedings, and going through those files! You can pull the
divorce record and you will find a TON of information your keyboard warrior competitors will never
find!

You have no idea what's in those files. Thing like bank account balances at that time, property owned,
vehicle information, copies of restraining orders and much, much more.

Even if the divorce happened a long time ago, if there were children involved, the case likely will likely
stay open until that child is an adult! You will find the case file periodically updated with information
regarding child support, bank account balances, visitation, employers and other valuable information.
The online databases simply do not have these! You must leave the house!

When you first go to the courthouse and begin to look at case files (or any other public records like
police reports, mug shots, and accident reports), initially you might feel uncomfortable trying to go in
and request files or records. You might feel like you're putting your nose where it doesn't belong, or
getting involved in someone else’s business.

If you feel that way, here's what you need to know... the workers (“clerks’) at the clerk of court’s office
are very helpful. These individuals do this all day long. They help pull files for different people
including attorneys, police, and other investigators.

HUGE TIP: Start doing this (looking at public records) just so you know what’s available and just so
you know how to do it. Learn where the courthouse is. Learn where you can park and how much
parking cost. Find the right floor you go to. This is all extremely valuable and you want to do it before
you really need to lay your hands on these records for a case.

If you're uncomfortable looking at random cases, or you would like a little more direction, you can
search for yourself in these records. If you know you have a traffic citation, go and pull a copy of your
traffic citation. The clerk will not feel that this is unusual at all, and it gives you experience to see how
the process works.

A very fun thing to do is to watch the local news or go through online news stories, and find a case that
made the news that's interesting to you. One of my favorite things that you see reported in the news
over and over again, is a burglar who gets stuck in an exhaust vent or chimney trying to break into a
house or a business. When you see this type of news story, record the date, record the subject’s name,
and record where it happened. If it's in your county, you can go to the county courthouse and pull the
court records for that case!

You'll see where the person was charged and what they were charged with. These records will list a lot
of information about the individual and the case. It will include the arrest report (so you’ll have
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a physical description of the person), their date of birth and even a narrative report of the crime itself.

Once you begin to discover how much information is there, you'll understand how truly valuable what I
am teaching you here is. The important thing is get out of the house and learn how to do this.

The Third Thing
The third thing you need to do to become a private investigator, is get experience.

Let me share with you the lie Private Investigators “schools” will tell you. If you read the following
words on any Private Investigator training website it’s a huge red flag that they’re just out for your
money:

“Become a Private Investigator in just weeks!”

There is no substitute for experience because you need verifiable, working experience to get your P.I.
license in most states in the US.

No “school”, “academy” or “certificate” makes you a Private Investigator. None.

Legitimate training may help you get your first job working as a registered P.I. under someone else’s
license, but the “school” didn’t make you a P.I.

When you go for your first job as an investigator (either working under another P.I. or working for a
private company like a bank or retailer), what that potential employer really want’s is someone who
can do the job. When you complete good, legitimate training you should be able to actually do the
work!

Nothing is a substitute for working experience, but when you complete good training you will actually
be able to do the work right away when given the opportunity. (Or, if absolutely no one will give you a
chance, you could start your own process server business to get your foot in the door. It ain’t easy, but

with my training you could do it!)

Since every employer wants experience, your initial (personal) experience is going to be gained by
getting out of the house and looking at different records and files so that you understand where they are
and what you can access. If you go to a Private Investigator and can say you’ve been to the courthouse,
pulled files and know your way around, that makes you a far more attractive applicant than the person
who’d never left their house!

Heck, you may get your chance by offering to be a “runner”, going to the courthouse when a P.I. calls
and ask you for copies from a case file!

But the bottom line is, if you want to get a private investigator’s license (and we've all had to go
through this process), you need to have experience that you can bring to the state licensing agency.

The good news is, there are a couple of ways to get your working experience.
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One way is to work for a company or agency that has an investigative division. For example, you can
work for your county’s children services agency as an investigator. Or you can work with the state, as a
compliance officer conducting investigations. Maybe you can get work in the Bureau of Worker’s
Compensation Investigative Division. These are all ways to get experience while making a living and
earning money.

If you find it difficult to get in with a public agency doing a job that gives you investigative experience,
then be sure to at working for a private company. All banks have a fraud division. Essentially all retail
establishments have a loss prevention division. These types of jobs can gain you the experience you
need for the state to issue your P.I. license.

Loss Prevention work is a very interesting work. If you don't mind approaching people, confronting
them about a theft, and bringing them back into the store, this might be a line of work that you would
enjoy a great deal.

I worked in retail loss prevention for years, and it was one of the most fun jobs I ever had. That's how I
gained the experience to get my private investigator’s license. Once I got my license and opened a
detective agency, I was on the other side of the wall. I climbed over and made it in!

But after I got my P.I. license and opened my own detective agency, people were approaching me and
wanting me to hire them. Some people begged to work for free just to earn that experience, and I very
quickly begin to realize why nobody wants to hire a person without experience.

The average cost for me to bring on a new investigator is about five hundred dollars, including
registration fees and training. Even if the person worked for free, that was still quite a financial hit to
take. A person without experience really brought no value to me, my agency, or to the cases I was
working.

My confession to you is this: I turned down everybody for a long time. They would ask me for advice,
ask me where to go, what to do, and sometimes I would recommend they try another agency or suggest
they start with loss prevention. But, after years of taking these calls and talking to people, I realized
that this was not enough help for them.

I really began to think of how to help these people get into the business. I mean, I had been in the same
boat! I know how frustrating it can be! I knew I had the desire to really make it happen. It didn't seem
right for me to deny these people. It didn't seem right for me to turn these people away without being
able to give them more of a helping hand.

That's when I realized the way to start getting experience instantly in the private investigation world
and to get paid for it. The solution had been in front of me the whole time. I had just never seen it
before. The answer is process serving!

As a licensed Private Investigator, I also did process serving. It was a nice source of reoccurring
income for me. Law firms called me regularly (over and over again) to deliver court papers to people.

And the nice thing is, you don’t need a Private Investigator’s license to become a process server!

In fact, becoming a process server is extremely easy.



In most places, the only two requirements to be a process server are, number one, to be eighteen years
or older. And number two, not to be a party to the case that you are serving papers for.

That means getting hired by a process server company is way, way easier than getting hired as a P.I.!
And if you would rather work for yourself, just about anyone can start serving process on their own!

Just about anyone can approach a law firm, tell them that they would like to work as a process server
for them, and begin working right away if the law firm decides to hire you.

Of course, when I made this discovery, it brought me back to the same problem I started with. How do
you get into process serving if you really don't know anything about it?

The Answer

I was there, just like you. In fact, when I wanted to begin offering service of process as a billable
service to my clients, I had a great deal of difficulty finding someone who would help me learn about it
and teach me!

I even went to my personal attorney, and offered to pay her for her time if she would teach me what she
knows about process serving. She declined, and now I know why. Lawyers do not really know a lot
about process serving because they don't do it!

The attorneys only file the papers with the court. It’s the process server who picks them up, either from
a law firm or from the courthouse itself. And the process server who serves the papers. And the process
server who goes back to the courthouse to file the return of service form. The lawyers don't have
anything to do with the procedure, except for filing the initial papers!

I began the long process of trial and error, learning about serving process. I have to say, I really feel
blessed that it didn't blow up in my face because every single case is important to the people who are
involved in it and there tends to be a good amount of money on the line for each case.

But after years of serving process I learned the tricks of the trade.

I served everything from the “routine”, day-to-day paper by simply bringing papers to people. And I
handled all the way up to serving the most die-hard people in hiding or who had skipped out. I had
finally became a true expert of process serving!

Years later, when I stopped taking active cases and stopped serving process, every single law firm I was
working for, asked me if I would just keep them on the side serving process for them. I was extremely
flattered, and to be honest with you, I had no idea they valued my services that much. It was kind of
like going to your own funeral and listening to people say nice things about you! That's when I decided
it was time to turn over all the secrets that I had learned to the next generation of process servers.

This is finally my chance to give back and help people get into the private investigation world.

How does this help you move toward becoming a Private Investigator?



Simple... first of all, as a process server, you’re going to be around the clerk of courts office as you
pick-up the service packs and file the returns of service. Second, you're going to be around law firms
that hire Private Investigators. You're building a network of people you know.

But the real value for you is the experience you gain while serving process! You’ll have to do some
skip tracing to find missing people. You’ll frequently have to do surveillance looking for a skip you
need to serve, sometimes sitting on a subject’s house, waiting for them to show up. Sometimes
following their girlfriend home to discover where your skip lives.

This is the type of experience detective agencies are interested in!
You become a much more attractive candidate to a Private Investigation firm when you bring this
experience with you. Also, having worked for law firms, P.I.’s recognize you as having integrity and

being a responsible person.

If you’re interested in getting into process serving, I highly recommend you check out my course The
Investigator’s Ultimate Guide to Process Serving at Shadowanyone.com.

This is the complete A to Z guide that I designed and put together myself, including tips, tricks and
techniques you will simply not find anywhere else. I tip everything I know in this guide. Since you and
I will never compete for the same clients, I can give you my best techniques, my best tricks, and not
have to worry that I need to hold back a little bit for my really tough cases.

In conclusion, if you want to become a private investigator, give up unless you do these three things...
Number one, learn the skills. Number two, get out of the house visiting the places (like the courthouse)
you're going to go as an investigator. Number three, get experience working for a P.I., a public agency,
private company or serving process (either on your own or for a company).

I sincerity wish you my absolute best! You’ve take a real step forward by getting this report. Now go
make it happen!
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